
RESOLUTION NO. 20-17 

RESOLUTION OF THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
(SGVCOG) ADOPTING THE SGVCOG ZERO WASTE POLICY 

WHEREAS, the Governing Board voted to adopt the 2020 SGVCOG Legislative 
Priorities and directed the Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources (EENR) Committee to 
develop a Zero Waste Policy and provide support for cities to reduce single-use plastics in the San 
Gabriel Valley; and 

WHEREAS, the EENR Committee convened and discussed actions, goals, and objectives 
that would formulate a Zero Waste Policy for the SGVCOG on August 19, 2020 and voted to 
recommend the Governing Board to adopt the SGVCOG Zero Waste Policy; and 

WHEREAS, the Zero Waste Policy states that the SGVCOG acknowledges the negative 
impacts of waste generation and the importance of conserving natural resources and protecting the 
environment; and 

WHEREAS, the Zero Waste Policy directs the SGVCOG to lead the San Gabriel Valley 
region in supporting and implementing zero waste policies and mitigates the harmful nature of 
single-use plastics. 

WHEREAS, the Zero Waste Policy serves as a long-term guide for the SGVCOG’s 
commitment to reducing and eliminating waste and providing a framework for San Gabriel Valley 
cities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Board of the SGVCOG 
adopts the SGVCOG Zero Waste Policy as shown in Exhibit A. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Governing Board of San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments, in the County of Los Angeles, State of California, on the 17th day of September 
2020. 

San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 

__________________________________ 
Cynthia Sternquist, President 



Attest: 

I, Marisa Creter, Executive Director and Secretary of the Board of Directors of the San Gabriel 
Valley Council of Governments, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted at a 
regular meeting of the Governing Board held on the 17th day of September 2020, by the following 
vote: 

AYES: Alhambra, Arcadia, Azusa, Baldwin Park, Claremont, Covina, Diamond Bar, 
Duarte, El Monte, Glendora, Industry, La Canada Flintridge, La Puente, La 
Verne, Monrovia, Montebello, Monterey Park, Pomona, Rosemead, San 
Dimas, San Gabriel, San Marino, Sierra Madre, South El Monte, South 
Pasadena, Temple City, Walnut, West Covina, LA County l District #1, LA 
County District #4, LA County District #5, San Gabriel Valley Water 
Districts 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: Bradbury, Montebello 
NO VOTE 
RECORDED 

Irwindale 

_________________________________ 
Marisa Creter, Secretary 



Exhibit A 

San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments 
Zero Waste Policy 

The San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG) acknowledges that waste generation 
negatively impacts the health of residents. Placement of waste materials in waste disposal facilities 
can lead to a transfer of liabilities to future generations. Additionally, waste that is not properly 
contained or responsibly disposed can lead to blight and unsanitary conditions in the community.  

The purpose of the SGVCOG Zero Waste Policy is to: 

· Conserve natural resources and protect the environment.
· Minimize pollutants from entering the air, land, and water.
· Mitigate the harmful nature of single-use plastics to the marine environment.
· Lead the San Gabriel Valley region in supporting and implementing zero waste policies.
· Preserve the environment in the San Gabriel Valley for future generations.
· Create a more sustainable and efficient economy.

Policy Statement:  

It is the policy of the SGVCOG that the agency will work to: 

1. Work to reduce the amount of waste being generated and disposed of by SGVCOG
employees and committees to the extent practicable.

2. Encourage employees, cities, residents, and partners to reuse and recycle materials
judiciously and pursue source reduction by selecting products or processes that use fewer
natural resources, are minimally packaged, and minimize or eliminate the use of toxic
materials.

3. Reduce food waste by purchasing only what can reasonably be consumed. Divert recovered
food waste to its highest and best use following the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Food Recovery Hierarchy.

4. Incorporate into existing educational materials and programs messages that encourage
residents to use their buying power to demonstrate a preference for less-toxic, durable, re-
usable, recycled, or composted products and materials over unsustainable, toxic,
disposable, or single-use products.

5. Reduce the proliferation of unnecessary plastic reusable food service ware and packaging
in daily commerce to the extent practicable.

6. Support legislation and policy that drives producers to minimize environmental impacts
through improved product design.

7. Support regional, state, and federal efforts to implement laws, policies, and regulations that
promote zero waste objectives.

8. Encourage member agencies to adopt zero waste policies and policies that favor
environmental and economically sustainable practices in their local jurisdictions.

9. Work locally and regionally to assist in zero waste planning and implementation.
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